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Corrections officers picket  
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COs say prison is overcrowded and
unsafe. 

By Jeni Jewell 
Tuesday, November 03, 2009 at 7:34 p.m. 
 
MUNISING -- Almost 50 percent of the 
corrections officers at the Alger Max 
Prison outside Munising were on the 
picket line Tuesday.  They say the 
prison is overcrowded and that's unsafe 
for inmates and for them. 

They're unhappy about the state's decision to reclassify Alger Max from 
Level 5 to Level 4.  With the lower rating, the number of inmates also 
jumped up from 500 to 896. 

"We're picketing budget driven corrections policies right now," said local 
union Chapter President, Larry Henley.  "Everything's being driven by
money.  They're throwing staff safety and safety of the public to the wind." 

That means prisoners, who were once alone in a cell, are now double-
bunked, and more prisoners are released into the recreational yard and 
dining hall at one time. 

Late in the summer when Camp Cusino closed, an additional 300 inmates
were moved to Alger Max.  But only two corrections officers positions were
added, which corrections officers say is a safety concern for them. 

The prison warden declined to comment on Tuesday, but John Cordell from
the Corrections Department in Lansing did say it's the state's position that
prisoners who had been in the Alger Max Level 5 prison can be safely
managed at Alger Max as a Level 4 facility. 

But the picketing corrections officers disagree, saying violence has risen
since the prison started double-bunking inmates. 

"We've had our first rape at this facility this summer," Henley said.  "Every
day we're finding weapons.  There's assaults, inmates on inmates." 

The president of the Michigan Corrections Officers Organization says he
hopes Tuesday's picket will grab the attention of lawmakers before more
violence occurs. 
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Corrections Officers lives in more danger along with the surrounding 
community. They cut from budgets like corrections and keep blowing money 
on stupid things. This is just more proof we need to get all of congress and the 
president replaced before American as we know it falls to ruins. 

Brave Souls 

Posted by brave souls, UP - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 10:24 a.m. 

I had to go in the prison to do some work on a computer...I was scared to 
death...four people stood around me for my safety. I don't envy anyone of the 
people that work there. Perhaps some of the Lansing officials should come up 
for a week and then say that it's ok. God bless all the correction officers. 

People need to wake up 

Posted by Former CO, Western UP - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 9:05 a.m. 

As a former CO at a level one prison, I can personally say that anyone who 
works at LMF is a brave soul that needs a pat on the back every day because 
they do a job few can do. Everybody thinks CO's make a lot of money. They 
make good money, but none are rich by any means and they EARN that 
money. Anyone who talks about a CO should work in a prison for a week. The 
stress is unreal. I took another State job so I could personally make more 
money and to out from behind a fence.  

Good luck to all the black and grey at LMF and all other joints in Michigan.  

To Correction's Wife 

Posted by Also A Correction's Wife, U.P. - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 7:17 a.m. 

I wonder if your attitude will change when/if your spouse gets hurt or worse on 
the job due to the overcrowding. Is that paycheck worth it to you? Is that what 
matters most to you, the $ and not your "loved" one? 

prisons shouldnt be hotels 

Posted by citizen u, ishpeming - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 6:49 a.m. 

I believe prisons need to be less comfortable than they are. Start cramming 3-
4 in a cell and let them feel the discomfort that they have caused society. Take 
away the televisions, radios, magazines and books and let them serve their 
time in solitude. Maybe that way they wont be a burden on society when and if 
they are released.  
I hear way too often that once a person gets in the prison systems, they rather 
enjoy it, as there's no bills to pay, their medical is paid for and they have no 
responcibility for the children they brought into this world.  
I say make their stay less enjoyable. 

one who works on the inside 

Posted by another spouse, Munising - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 1:00 a.m. 

I have worked at many correctional facilities not only in Michigan,but also in 
other states. Since we have gone to level 4 at alger my sense of danger 
around me has gone off the charts,Our anxiety level among other officers is 
very high,the only thing that I can compare it to is active duty overseas.Just as 
when military people come home they are reluctant to talk about their 
experiences,so the people around you who wear black and grey do not share 
their experiences because they do not want to be percieved as winers who 
make too much money. Put yourself in a life-threatening posistion 8 hours 
every day and see how much your life changes,those who keep societies most 
family damaging humans off the street need a little support, just like the thank 
a vet bumper stickers on the highway. 

What's more important, a job or your life? 

Posted by Gregg Baril, AMF - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 12:41 a.m. 

One must be thankful they still have a job, yes. A question to ask is when is 
the last time a dead person held a job? I value my life more then I value any 
job. Should you be scared if you work at LMF? You better be scared, and if 
your not, you have no idea what your doing. Watch your backs guys. Your 
forced to work in a dangerous place.

safety is very important 

Posted by another wife, Munising - Wednesday, November 04, 2009 at 12:33 a.m. 

You obviously don't care about the safety of your husband and his co-workers. 
They work in a very unsafe situation. Yes, I'm thankful my husband has a job 
but his safety is very important to me. We don't know exactly what they deal 
with because we're not in there. The prisoners don't care about anyone except 
theirselves. The divorce rate is very high for prison workers and with good 
reason. They deal with a lot of stress that most people don't have a clue about. 
Support your spouse and his co-workers!!

What'd you expect? 

Posted by John Doe, Marquette - Tuesday, November 03, 2009 at 11:22 p.m. 

Lansing is burning through money like there's no tomorrow. They failed to 
budget correctly, and now they have to take drastic measures to compensate. 

Perhaps if Michigan operated better then the state's economy would be in 
better shape. Revenue would go up and we could afford nice things like secure 
prisons and funding for our schools.
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Posted by correction's wife, munising - Tuesday, November 03, 2009 at 10:38 p.m. 

you should be lucky you still have a job and benefits. they could have closed 
alger max and then what would you be whining about.. i bet it would be oh no 
i have no job! 
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Corrections officers and supporters 

staged an informational picket Tuesday 
along M-28 in Munising Township 

protesting prison structural changes and 
budget cuts. (Michigan Corrections 

Organization photo)
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Corrections officers picket at Alger Max
By JOHN PEPIN Journal Staff Writer 

MUNISING - Despite some wintry weather, 
corrections officers and supporters staged what they 
considered a successful informational picket Tuesday 
at the entrance road to the Alger Maximum 
Correctional Facility in Munising Township.

"We had a pretty good turnout," said Tom Tylutki, 
president of the Michigan Corrections Organization, 
which represents about 8,200 state corrections 
officers and other workers. "We probably had, over 
the course of the day, 100 officers from Alger. We 
also had officers from Baraga, Kinross, one guy even 
came all the way from Ypsilanti."

In addition, about three dozen members of the 
public from the surrounding area joined officers on 
the picket line throughout the day.

The corrections officers were hoping to raise 
awareness about their concerns over state budget 
cuts and prison structural reorganization efforts they 
say are resulting in increasing dangers at the Alger 
Max prison and elsewhere in Michigan.

Their protest efforts were aimed at lawmakers who cut $120 million from the prison budget over the 
summer.

"We're real concerned. We've had a lot of incidents," Tylutki said. "We're concerned about officer safety 
and other staff and the safety of the public."

Tylutki said recent moves allowing maximum security inmates more freedom and more movement within 
the prison population, coupled with fewer officers, is potentially a dangerous situation.

"We're not stupid. We understand there are budget issues," Tylutki said. "But you're walking a real fine 
line when you're making these kinds of cuts."

Michigan Department of Corrections public information officer John Cordell said the department 
understands there is an "adaptation process" involved. Alger Max went from a Level V prison to a Level IV 
prison, with more prisoners double-bunked and more prisoners at the facility than previously. That was in 
response to bed needs statewide.

He said the Alger and Baraga prisons had been on a list for potential closure, but instead the Standish 
prison downstate was selected. Cordell said the department is confident the excellent prison staff and 
administration can run the prison safely and efficiently.

"Anytime there's a change in a correctional facility, there's some adaptation that has to occur," Cordell 
said. "We understand there's a difficulty involved. We're doing everything we can to support that."
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